TRAVELLERS PERSECUTED 
ACROSS EUROPE. NOW THE 
HATRED HAS COME 






Basildon council evicted Travellers at a site in Essex last 
week, mid is threatening to evict more. Sadie Robinson 
spoke to some of those on the frontline of the attacks 



lOl ( AN hcur l he bullcio/- 

| cr^ from M*ry McC Jim \ 

1 hc\ arc dipping 

i ft iu hex And taking dirt 
over ground Uuti, ju*t day* 
be km:, w home lo •even lanuhcx 
The lamtlic*. all Traveller*, were 
evicted from the Hoveliddx bite in £h*cx 
4 hi the ofdtm of \U ildon »i lory council 
labt week 1 hey wen* ihe latent victim* 
of the 1 uropc-wuk **»ault i»n litivcllcrx 
and Roma (jyp*tc* 

Mary* two vut rt* were among the 
pct»pk evicted (foil! I hrvciltldr. 

“ Ihcy are dcvarujlcd* M ary told 
Socialist Worker My 1 lived there 
lot mx yvarx N<*w ihe bailitl vliavc conic 
and riirjxut iifXiit fumthc* /’ 

Kathleen wax alto* ev icted from the 
xitc on TuumUv “1 in very ujimet xhc 
caul *1 un i *lcr;f> fur worrying about 
w|»4i*b going to happen My life x been 
tut tied UpNtlk down 

Tilly huv tcmpuiarily escaped evic- 
tion, having launched a court appeal 
arguing that the council luta to lind her 
an alternative xitc She says it 's only a 
matter of time before ihe u forced to 
move Ion dc pile the Uu that xlie lias 
lived there lor nine year* 

*1 fire! really terrible/' ’the wild My 
health s in M good anyway but tins ie» mak- 
mg thing* worse It n horrible hearing the 
bulUio/cm they mart at between xi x and 
seven in Ihe morning 

1 m having Hccplc** nigliu" 
MaryVlwu xtsirr »aie now living with 
her and her foui children in om caravan 
Her plot 1 % also under threat She had 
lived there legally for six yeaiv hut ihe 
council lux now revoked her licence and 
declared that *hc is not a (jypk) hO she 
cam l May there 

I vc got four kid* and auoibci one on 
thi *.*> idle taid I lie etrc*» of all thu. j* 
really gviunr m* down I he ooutu.il has 
,1 ’ v, f ' ^m.tderod my children « 0 unuin 
slant r 1 I hry won 1 provide alternative 

xitrx lor mi it* movt to [ hry don't Care 


"The children aren't ay mg very much 
hui they know what * going on I wonder 
fiow fix allcumg them l hope till* imTi 
a itgn ol what the future will be like for 
Traveller* ” 

Unfommately it iccmi that it might 
be A lew mile* down the road 1 * Hale 
l arm - one of the btgguat 1 reveller bites 
in Britain I ami lie* have made this then 
home since the 1970* — they bought and 
own the land yet now the council want* 
to bulldoze it 

There will be a heating at Southend 
county court on T hursday of this week 
Hie court will decide whether the coun- 
cil lux 4 duty In oiler them alternative 
laud before tl evicts them 

Jean live* at Dale farm with her 
daughter and triplet suns She said, H At 
any minute the bailiffs could conic in, 
pull you and yout kidx out of bed and 
snuuh up all your things. It's hell 

"My mums waiting lor a hip opera- 
tion How will xhe cope if she’s moved 
oflP" 

We re living in feat. Elby Dunn told 
Socialud Worker. "If we get thrown out 
of here, we have no place to go I here arc 
women w ith young children pregnant 
women, and people who arc ill I vc got 
chronic asthma 

•itS like everybody has rights bar the 
travel l ing people " 

Her daughter, also called 1 I by, is 
funou , at the lies that arc told about 
I iav diets in much of the mainstream 

media. 

‘We’re living in 
fear. If we get 
thrown out of 
here, we have no 
place to go’ 


These paint Travellers a* dishonest 

criminal* who arc onJy interested in 
themselves "There are people here who 

go to London to take clothe* to homeless 
people,” she said 

"There * a church near here that 
everyone goes to When it needed a new 
carpet we all chipped in Some of the 
women go and clean it Someone else 
paid to fix the roof when it wo* leaking. 

! he papers never print that stuff 

Another myth ih that traveller* live in 
dirt and are a blemish 011 the wider com* 
mutiny, Anyone visiting Dale I arm will 
*ec that the opposite is ttuc People have 
a real seme of pride about the bite- there 
arc immaculate homes with flower* and 
plants adorning the outside 

Since the council evicted Traveller* at 
Hovcliclda, people living at Dale farm 
ray they have seen more ol the police 
* I hey fly n helicopter over ux at 
night and it scale* the children. James 
another resident, told Socialist Worker 
I lie children go to school afraid that 
t he cat avail % won 1 be here when they 
come back 

"We can 't sleep. Some of u* arc up all 
night watching to sec if the bailiffs come 
Everybody t* under stress " 

Many people are baffled at the way 
the council is treating them Dale f arm 
was a scrapyard before Travellers made 
their homes there It isn't costing the 
council anything to let them slay but 
the council say* tt ♦ prepared to spend 
13 million to get them out 

•‘ Fherc are lots ol things they could 
spend that money on/* xuid Jack, another 
I reveller "In I ssex, old people will die 
this winter because they can’t afford 
healing 

" I Ins is racial discrimination We’ve 
bought our homes and OUf land Why 
can’t they just leave us a* we are r * 
Many at Dale I arm have been 
Travellers all their lives I hey ice the 
threat 1 4 1 evict them .1 un attack on their 
cultuic 




ft a,, (HamiRIllMlIBl 


(mam) Traveller Catherine McCann is 
removed by Constant & Co bailiffs. 
She says. “Don’t touch me. Don't 
treat us like dogs. We are not dogs.” 

(Picture: Elisabeth Blanche!/ 
www.elisabethblanchet.com) 

(above) A banner hangs In front of 
the Dale Farm site (Picture Socialist 
Worker) 


David said, "They are trying to do 
away with our way of life Its not like 
we've stolen this land — we re not squat- 
ters But the government and the council 
give us nothing except gnef 

“To them we're vermin But we re 
human beings “ 

Like many others. Dav id ts perplexed 
as to why the council wants to evict Dale 
farm residents. 

“All it will achieve ts that this will 
hecoine a held," lie said ''But there are 
plenty of fields around here. I don’t know 
why they need tins one loo " 

The council says there are homes lor 
people to move into and that the evic- 
tions won’t leave (H.'oplc hi/inelc» David 
disagrees 

He said. In any ease, we don’t want, 
or need, houses I hev should give house* 
to people who reallv need them N4c lust 
want to be left in out aw n homes liut we 
bought and paid for ” 





Bailiffs who evicted 
the Hovefields site 

CONSTANT & COtstne 6a»‘tf f mai evicted 
Travellers al me Hoveftelds site last week. 

•t *$ Ihe sut^oct of oornpl ants regarding 
oeedtevs oestnjct<in of property during 
forced evebons. failure to acTtere to neartti 
•nd safety relations. and dsvegard of 
mtemaoonat iwnan ngtns ban 
The Date Fanr Houses Association 
sutjmiaed a dossier to the H.gjt Court 
regarding a pfevwiisevvif; on at the 
Hcrrefie^ts site unoe* taken by Constant 

h coraaned ewiance that (he oonyperv 

h * 3 earned out ooc» atorss »•?. he»-» 

> *»ve cf -dren were present 
to enclose oerr&ran sees wim 


‘ We face bigotry from 
the settled community’ 


up caravans and 
***** homes Grattan Pun on cd tr>e Dae 


*Baiifts began knocking on 

ar*J mctwe homes giving occupants one 

hxr to pack up aria leave The compary 

<hd not erect penmen fervorg around 

*uon sue. aftomng cMkkan and 

| ta approach close to heavy diggers 
ano 


Mary Ann McCarthy, who has lived at 
Dale Farm tor almost nine years, told 
Socialist Worker about the situation 
facing Travellers there 

“TN ALL the lime I’ve lived here we’ve 
never had peace of mind There's 
alway s hcen the threat of ev iction 
I’ve been evicted in the past I’ve 
had police rattling windows al six in 
the morning saying you’ve got to get 
out They wouldn’t even let me boil ihc 
krttlc to give on infant some milk 
I’ve been a Traveller my whole life 
But travelling got harder— we were 
always being moved cm and over tune 
had fewer places to go to 

When wr got this land n wasn’t 
a beauty spot — it was a rnevi We 
tarmackcd the road, pul septic tanks m. 
put electricity in We cleaned it up and 
made a home out of it 

Its hard to explain why 1 want to be 
3 Traveller to someone who isn’t one 

I ve never lived in a boose in nrv 

0 

life I never thought of doing anything 
else bin travelling 

Here I can leave my door open 
rad il s fine I knew everybody and 
I fed safe If I had to live in the 
serried cosnasumty I d be scared my 
would call me a dirty 



And a lot of people have been offered 
no place al all 

They offered me a bedsit — one room 
on my own away from my friends and 
family 

The local press and VIPs say we 
don T want to integrate But I have a 
lot of fnend* us the sealed community 
Wc go to bingo and mass with them I 
would like more mixing. Bui a docra l 
always happen and that’s not our fault 

T in delighted (hat toy grarekh-.ld/en 
to school They love A They started 
going to icfrool a ah about 200 
settled children bj the put rest, look 











What do 
socialists say? 


Do individuals make a 
difference in history? 


*r ARF Kunhardctl with the 
idrj f Hu hod wry u tivuk hv great 
iiv«fivtahfsi% Our p**i t» tolj a.% the 
hittnt\ of mil mm and out present 
h oft* m (aiineil to panihck watching 
the <k\ nw of out betters'* 

On Other occasion* the u ftillurv M 
to get a job i» mik! to he the result 
of ptw individual choice* Such 
accounts mtt* out the material reality 
that shape* all our h\«n and limit* thr 
tlpact for decision- making 
Lconamtc crisis and 
unemploy merit air features of 
capitalist society that no individual on 
their own can alter 

The arc two ways of looking 
at this. One is 44 We cannot make 
hltiary," an the I < hh century German 
politician Otto Bismarck wrote ~\Vs 
muni wait while it t.*i being made " 

In contnutt Karl Mam mud that 
human being* “make their own 
history, hut they do not moke it ns 
they please, they do not make it under 
felf-#clectrd circumstance*. hut tinder 
circumstance* existing already, given 
and transmitted from the past “ 

But <it the same time, "Hixtory 
docs nothing, it 'pcw«rx*c% no 
immense wealth,* it 'wages no 
battles.* It is man* real, living man 
who docs all that M 

Marx ’s grc.it insight was to point 
out that individuals make history But 
that they cannot influence society 
or history in just any direction they 
choose. 

Subjective 

Individual* can not c v cti their will 

independently tiftfe itimffrfonf In 
which (hoy find rheiriftelve* 

^ut sirnplv. if there i* not enough 
food to go around, then feeding 
everyone is not possible But if there 
is enough food to go around mid 

there is— (here must jiK«» h*thr 
subjective conditions to make a world 
free of hunger potxiblc 
There must be a level of 
consviousrievs and organisation 
among a sulhcient number of 
people to change the way society it 
organised. 

The extent of influence an 
individual has is determined by the 
weight of social force* on them 
As the kuvtjan revolutionary 
Leon Irotsky wrote Similar i of 
course, far from identical) irritations 
in similar condition* cull out similar 
relieve*, the mure powerful the 
imutum. the sooner it overcomes 
personal peculiarities 

"Tb a tickle, people react 
differently* but to a red-hot iron, 
alike As a Mea/n- hammer converts 
a sphere and a cube alike into sheet 
metal, under die blow of too great 
and inexorable events resistance* 
are smashed and the boundanen of 
individuality' lost ~ 



t oder the pressure of da** soctrtv, 
we cmnot simply mow to thing 
else by force of will 

Repeatedly urging for a general 
strike or revolution w ill !v a cry 
in thr Wilderness without a sitting 
wvfkrrV movement. in which our 
ila*| h.ti tHtablidicd lh>m < \|Hiu’hvir 
flic confidence ami kmnv lun* to 
Conduct i llnttse druggie 
Hut when condition* have 
mellowed lW such am than they have 
to be turned into reality by leadership 
History is full of situations in 
which a point of ettrotnc tension 
where social loitr* sic balanced 
on a knife 1 edge- is broken m one 
direction or another by the m turn or 
inaction of individuals 

Hit* tension lies within every 
movement of rniitiACi and 
c unpaign Whether to rutist md in 
wlut way is a constant debate How 
individual* respond .md how they 
convince others to act \% of vital 
importance 

up 

J i ouriicmt’ight in rjuf reupCi t ft* ilu 

and the aiorfira i/im 

ho v* hen a rcvrduiioiuu v vi.n #«is up 
on a tiiNc and say*, "Wc niuat in copy 
this t m t«>ry *, they have flic n spei i of 
fheir wurkrmtlta to know th.ii they ar» 

Dm* oljiJ f*ui 4 m io in* initial and ao 

convmrhig 

At the Visteon car plants last 
vc u there were Individual* who had 
enough respect to lead their fellow 
worker* Into inspiring occupations 
Afewmt.Mii, . . irii. i at the BMW 
pi int m Oxford, there was uoIxHly to 

do the same in similar uk »mi stance* 

In U»th cast v thcr* wa* the possibility 
bui it didn't automatically htippi'D 
Knowing whrn to llgiii and what u 
k ptt- •utile to a* htsvtr af uny rncmg nf 
lanmc throunLh both individual 
e^p» rieote and thi »• of the chi ^ n 
a whole 

A key meek . u \ for dtsitllm, 
that rxjrcrience is fur tNropta to 
•nganisc fogcttier a* a rev cduUtnMTy 

Any revolutionary party has to 
be full of leader* ,a * pcropl# who 
t sn take initiatives, think on their 
feet and team from Ilu battle* that 
they are part of to take tht Mruggtc 
forward 


Imperialism 
& austerity 

the twin crises of the liberal world 

A fintytia, rxrttrrenc* on mpeii.. • vrt ami 9t« / 1 # hoMtttl 

by the international vx> ai.^m Jou<>t.ii 
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